
By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

F
airfax Park Pool set a record 
this week for most consecutive 
entire days open this season.

That number was just six.
Unseasonably cool summer 

weather has cut into the pool’s 
attendance and prompted clos-

ings on days deemed too cold to swim.
“Yes, it’s having a big effect,” said Chad 

Duerkop, program supervisor with Eau 
Claire’s Parks, Recreation and Forestry 
Department.

This season has been a frustrating one 
because of the weather, he said. Attendance 
is down 27 percent from last year. Year-to-
date attendance is about 33,700 compared 
with 46,100 at the same time in 2008.

The pool’s slow business is one result 
of a summer that could be called tepid at 
best. In fact, the cool temperatures and lack 
of moisture are making 2009 one for the 
record books.

Highs that stay low
“The month of July was the second cool-

est on record since 1900,” said Brian Wimer, 
senior meteorologist for AccuWeather, a 

Pennsylvania-based weather service.
The coldest July on record was 1992 with 

an average temperature of 65.5 degrees. Last 
month came close to the record, with an 
average of 65.7 degrees. The average daily 
high temperature for July was 77.5 degrees, 
which is 5 degrees below normal.

“For the low temps, it was actually the 
coldest ever,” he said.

In July the nights got down to an average 
of just 53.8 degrees; Wimer said it normally 
is closer to 60.
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Revenue sought to solve budget crisis

By Julian Emerson
Leader-Telegram staff

When it comes to shoring up 
a projected 2010 budget shortfall 
of at least $1.5 million, Eau Claire 
city officials have been more inter-
ested in addition than subtraction.

Ideas for specific program and 
staff cuts to help balance the bot-

tom line have been relatively 
scarce during initial budget dis-
cussions in recent weeks. Instead, 
members of the Fiscal Policy 
Advisory Committee and other 
city staff have targeted revenue-
raising ideas as a means of helping 
plug the budget gap.

Among the most notable exam-
ples is the controversial vehi-
cle registration fee, commonly 
referred to as a wheel tax, the City 
Council debated during a budget 
work session Thursday.

In November the council voted 
against a wheel tax proposal that 
would have charged city residents 
$10 annually per vehicle they own 
on top of the $75 registration fee 
they pay the state. 

The proposal would have 
netted the city an estimated 
$430,000, but a majority of the 
council opposed the measure, 
saying it represented another 
form of raising taxes.

Charles 
Manson in 
1970, top, at 
a Los Angeles 
courtroom, 
and in March 
of this year at 
California State 
Prison at
Corcoran.
Associated Press

Manson haunts 
‘family’ members
By Linda Deutsch
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Forty years ago, 
they were kids. Vulnerable, alienated, 
running away from a world wracked by 
war and rebellion. They turned to a cult 
leader for love and wound up tied to a 
web of unimaginable evil.

They were part of Charles Manson’s 
“family,” and, now, on the brink of old 
age, they are the haunted.

“I never have a day go by that I don’t 
think about it, especially about the vic-
tims,” said Barbara Hoyt who was 17 the 
summer of the Sharon Tate-LaBianca 
murders. “I’ve long ago accepted the fact 
it will never go away.”

The ones who aren’t in prison are 
scattered across the country. Some live 

City eyes taxes to
avoid making cuts “

With 
our 
budget 
issues, 
we have 
to look 
at every idea.

— Eau Claire Councilman 
Bob Van HadenSee CITY, Page 2A

 

(and weather, too, 
this summer)

Lifeguard Ryan 
Valk wore a 
sweat shirt on 
a chilly, rainy 
morning Friday 
as he watched 
swimmer Allison 
Gilmore doing 
lap swimming 
at Fairfax Park 
Pool in Eau 
Claire. Gilmore 
got in her swim 
before the pool 
closed for the 
day due to cool 
temperatures. 
The pool’s 
multiple closings 
are just one 
symptom of a 
summer in Eau 
Claire that is 
ranking among 
the coldest 
in recorded 
meteorology.
Staff photo by
Dan Reiland

Temperatures and rainfall (despite this weekend’s downpours) have 
been below normal in west-central Wisconsin, beating some records

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Quiet, please
Alex Welke, 4, right, didn’t seem to like what he heard Saturday at the Pure Water 
Days parade in downtown Chippewa Falls, but his companions, from left, Rachel 
Welke, 7, and Lauryn Deetz, 5, were all ears and eyes. The 33rd annual community 
celebration continues today. For a schedule of activities, go to www.chippewachamber.
org/artsfests.asp and click on “Pure Water Days.”

See WEATHER, Page 4A
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 Patients’ 
experiences 
earn hospital 
recognition
 By Leader-Telegram staff

An Eau Claire hospital has been 
rated the best in the nation for 
patient experience by Consumer 
Reports.

OakLeaf Surgical Hospital, 3802 W. 
Oakwood Mall Drive, beat out 3,415 
hospitals to receive the top score in 
the magazine’s Mon-
day edition.

“We’re thrilled to 
have an organiza-
tion like Consumer 
Reports rank us that 
high,” Chief Execu-
tive Officer Michael 
McClain said Friday. 
“It’s nice to get some 
recognition.”

Using federal surveys, Consumer 
Report based rankings on patients’ 
experience of care. The magazine 
incorporated eight measures includ-
ing staff attentiveness, room cleanli-
ness and discharge instructions.

“We understand that patients come 
first,” McClain said.

McClain

See HOSPITAL, Page 4C
 

 Contributed photo
Consumer Reports magazine has ranked OakLeaf Surgical Hospital in Eau Claire as the 
top hospital in the nation for patient satisfaction.

Opened in 2001, Oak-
Leaf Surgical Hospital 
primarily performs out-
patient operations. Last 
year, doctors conducted 
7,600 surgeries, including 
500 inpatient procedures, 
McClain said.

OakLeaf has 60 
surgeons trained in 15 
specialties including 
orthopedics, plastic 
surgery, gynecology, 
urology and plastic 

surgery. There are seven 
surgical suites and a  
13-bed inpatient unit.

“We take great pride 
in the level of service we 
provide at OakLeaf Sur-
gical Hospital, and its 
industry-leading ranking 
is a direct result of the 
outstanding work and pro-
fessional dedication dem-
onstrated by our dedicated 
employees and physicians 
every day,” orthopedic 
surgeon John Drawbert 
said in a statement.

Hospital/
Surgeons trained 
in 15 specialties
from Page 1C
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VIEWPOINT

Dan
Lyksett

Photo box

Written 
in stone
 Cemetery offers clue 
to a family’s history

I come from a family of grave ten-
ders. Nearly every week my father 
would pack our family in the car for 
a trip to his parents’ graves, where 
he’d sweep the dirt and leaves from 
the stones and water the flowers. 
As an adult I’ve accompanied my 
mother on her spring clean-up of my 
father’s grave, a pizza cutter to trim 
the encroaching sod, a toothbrush to 
refresh the lettering.

That’s probably why I’m comfort-
able wandering through cemeter-
ies, reading stones, pondering dates, 
noting expressions of love and loss 
carved in granite or tucked against 
stone. A single withered rose, an 
angel kneeling in prayer, a musky 
bait, a birthday card enclosed in 
a plastic bag: They are all part of 
someone’s story.

Cemeteries are biographies set in 
a park, some as simple as words can 
be — Father, 1889-1923 — and others 
hinting at more complex plots and 
themes.

I came across one of those more 
elaborate stories carved into the 
large Rust family stone on the upper 
level of Forest Hill.

On the front, the patriarch, Wil-
liam Aloney Rust, May 3, 1844-March 
3, 1903. Dora D. Rust, wife of W.A. 
Rust, Dec. 2, 1852-April 1, 1929.

On the back of the stone, three 
more names twisted the plot.

Guy William. Born May 10, 1878 - 
Died Dec. 19, 1885.

 Ezra. Born April 4, 1882 - Died 
Dec. 14, 1885.


